Social Psychology - Obedience, Independent behaviour


Below are a number of questions that relate directly to obedience, individual differences, and implications: (they are all previous exam questions)


Specimen Paper
[image: image1.png]5 Whena teacher tells you to do something, itis usual for you to obey.

(s) Using your knowledge of factors that have been found to affect obedience, explain why
You might obey in this stuation.

(6 maris)





[image: image2.png]5 (b) Inwhat ways would the sifuation have to change in order for you to esist the command?

(2maris)




[image: image3.png]6 Milgram carred out an experiment investigating obedience. One criicism of this study s that
itwas unethical. Discuss one ethical issue raised by this research.

(4 mars)




[image: image4.png]7 “People do not always conformor ey, sometimes ey a1 abl o resist such pressures.”
Diseuss reearch ntoth infiueace that individual diffsrences have on ndspendent behaviowr




[image: image5.png](12 marks)




Jan 2009

[image: image6.png]8 Milgramys work into obedience provided us with valuable insights ino why peaple obey,
‘even though it was carried out i 2 aboratory.

8 () Outlne two explanations of why people obey.

(2 marks + 2 maris)




[image: image7.png]8 () Milgram’s work can be criticised for being unethical. Describe one way in which Lis
work is unethical.

2 marks)

8 (9 Apart from ethical issues, give one sirength and one limitation of Milgram's
‘methodology.

@ marks + 2 marks)




[image: image8.png]9 Ina hospital, you are very likely to obey a murse. However,if you meet her outside the
hospital, for example in a shop, you are much less likely to obey. Using your knowledge of
oww peaple resist pressures o obey, explain why you are less Lkely to obey the murse outside
the hospital.

(@ marks)

(Extra space)




[image: image9.png]10 What are the implications for social change of research into social influence?

6 marks)

(Extra space)




May 2009

[image: image10.png]5 Explain what is meant by locus of control.

(4 marks)

(Extra space)




[image: image11.png]8 Outline and evaluate one or more explanations of why people obey.

Tou may use this space to plan your answer





[image: image12.png](12 marks)




Jan 2010


[image: image13.png]o e TR EET. & TR

8 Three students, George, Petra and Dan, have just started i the sixth form. Dan is 2 confident
‘person who thinks that his fate lies finly in bis hands. By the end of the first week, Dan has
‘put himself forward to be nominated as the class representative. Petra has also put ber name
forward to be nominated. She believes it is just luck whether or not she wil be selected.
and feel that there is not much she can do sbout it. George did not put his name forward
because his father told bim not o.

8 @ () Whattype oflocus of control does Petra’s behaviour show?

8 @ () Whattype of locus of control does Dan's behaviour show?

8 () (i) George did not put his name forward as the class representative. Use your
knowledge of social influence research to explain this.

(@ mark + 1 mark + 2 marks)




[image: image14.png]9 Describe how socisl influence research has contributed to our understanding of social change.

(6 marks)




June 2010
4 (a) Milgram’s experiments into obedience can be criticised as being unethical.  
Describe two ethical issues that can be illustrated by Milgram’s research. 

  Ethical Issue One  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

  Ethical Issue Two  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

(4 marks)

4 (b) Choose one of the ethical issues identified in your answer to 4(a) and explain a way of 
dealing with it. 

   ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

(2 marks)

5 For many years, smoking in public places such as trains, pubs and restaurants was 
quite acceptable.  People could smoke wherever they wanted and non-smokers had to put up with smoky atmospheres.  However, in 2007, the Government finally introduced a law banning smoking in public places and those who smoke are limited in where they can smoke. Using your knowledge of the psychology of social change, explain how this social change has occurred. 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
(4 marks)
6 Explain how locus of control influences independent behaviour. 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 (4 marks)

Jan 2011

6 Some research into obedience has been carried out in laboratories.  Other studies 
into obedience have been carried out in the real world, including field experiments and observations. 

6 (a) Outline one advantage of conducting obedience research outside a laboratory setting. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
6 (b) Outline one limitation of conducting obedience research outside a laboratory setting. 

....................................................................................................................................... 

 ....................................................................................................................................... 

(2 marks + 2 marks)

7 Discuss one or more explanations of independent behaviour, for example, how people resist pressures to conform or obey. (8 marks)

8 Mike and his grandfather were having a conversation about recycling.  Mike explained that he always puts empty cans and plastic bottles in one box and newspapers and cardboard in another box and that his mum takes these to be recycled once a week.  His grandfather said that when he was Mike’s age, people did not recycle.  Mike said that everyone in his street recycles and that they have a big box at school especially for recycling. 

Using your knowledge of the psychology of social change, explain why recycling is now behaviour carried out by a majority of people in this country. 

  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................(6 marks) 
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